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Historical society releases book on bygone Rochester businesses
By Mary Beth Almond
C & G Staff Writer

ROCHESTER — The Rochester Avon
Historical Society recently released a
third book in a collection of stories
from member Deborah Larsen’s local
history blog, “Remembering
Rochester.”

Larsen, a third-generation Rochester
resident and local history librarian,
began blogging about the history of
Rochester and Rochester Hills in 2008
after doing research for her first book,
“Hometown Rochester.” In 2011, she
started a series of books from the
Rochester Avon Historical Society
called “Remembering Rochester,” each
with a different theme. Her first book in
the series, “Remembering Rochester:
Main Street Stories,” was released in
2011. The following year, she released
“Remembering Rochester: Vanished
Rochester.” The third book in the
series, “Remembering Rochester:
Bygone Business,” focuses on well-
known and fondly remembered
Rochester businesses that operated
primarily from the 1940s to the 1960s. It
was released over the summer.

“It’s an absolutely fascinating look at
businesses that once flourished, mainly
in the downtown area, that are no
longer there,” said Brian Dunphy, president of Rochester-Avon Historical Society. “It gives
real insight into many businesses that old-timers and long-time residents in the area
might be familiar with, as well as a look at the kinds of businesses that really helped to
build the economy here in the greater Rochester area.”

Larsen said those who remember places like Case’s Hardware, Crissman Pharmacy and
the 406 Bar will enjoy this nostalgic look back at the community’s downtown business
district.

“It’s a good walk through memory lane for the people that remember these businesses,
and for those who are newer residents but are interested in the local history of Rochester,
it will give you a good glimpse of where we’ve come from and where we’ve been,” she
said.

The book highlights who founded each business and when, includes any interesting little
anecdotes or facts that she was able to uncover, and also when each business closed.

One of Larsen’s favorite topics in the book is the 406 Bar, a local watering hole that she
says was down on Main Street for decades.

“When it was first established, it was opened in the building at 406 Main, hence the name,
but after a while, the landlord of that building decided he wanted to do something else
with it, so the bar moved up the street to 434 Main. So we had a local joke, ‘What’s the
address of the 406 Bar?’ And there was always a little explanation about that. That bar
lasted until the early 1970s, so it was kind of a local institution, a little bit like the Paint
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lasted until the early 1970s, so it was kind of a local institution, a little bit like the Paint
Creek Tavern is today,” she said.

Other businesses included in the book are: A & P, Bebout’s Restaurant, Behm’s Dairy,
Burr’s B-Z Bootery, Gebert Hardware, Lake Jewelers, Lucille Shoppe, Mitzelfeld’s, Purdy’s
Drug Store, Rochester Packing, South End Garage, Sutton’s Market and Yates Machine
Shop.

All of the proceeds from the book benefit the Rochester Avon Historical Society, to help
fund its local history education and historic preservation activities.

“Buying this book isn’t putting a penny in my pocket. It is all for the historical society,”
Larsen said.

The book is on sale for $9 at Lytle’s Pharmacy and at the RAHS’s online store at
http://www.rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org.

You can reach C & G Staff Writer Mary Beth Almond at malmond@candgnews.com or at
(586)498-1060. 
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